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Business groups pushing
for workers’ comp reform
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Business groups urge
workers’ comp reform
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reform legislation in his 200807
executive budget, but Gilroy said
it's still uncertain if legislators
will suppert the proposal. The
governor's plan would reduce
workers' compensation costs for

+ businesges by more than 15 per-

cent, while inereasing benefit lev-
els for injured workers by 23 per-
cent. )

“Workers' compensation can be
easily fixed, but unfortunalely in
Albany, it's business as usual”
Gilroy said.

State Sen. Raymond Mcier, B-
Western, said some public offi-
cials may chdose to duck the issue
hecause it's an elcetion year, but
reform is needed to make the
state more attractive for busingss,

“Tt's the kind of reform we need
to keep jobs and if we ever want to
have a thriving economy in New

~York,” Meier said.

The AFL-CIO shares the busi-
ness groups’ criticisms of the cur-
rent sysiem, but not their support
for the governor's proposal, said

Mario Cilento, & spokesman for

the state chapter of the union,
Cilento said the insurance indus-
iry should be investigated to
determine how much it profits
from workers' compensalion cov-
erage.

“We oppose the governor's bill,
but we have no dispute over pre-
miums bheing too high, and it's
been 14 years since cmployeces
have seen a raise in benefits,"”
Cilento said.

Assemblywoman RoAnn Desti.

1o, D-Rome, said she docsn't sup-
port Pataki’s proposal and should
be handled separatcly from the
state budget.

“It's public policy and it
deserves to have its own discus-
gion and debate,” Destito said.

Unlike 41 other states, New
York does not cap how long some-

ore can colleet benefits for per-

manent partial disability. leading
gome to take advantage of the sys-
tem, said Elliott A, Shaw Jr. direc-
tor of government affairs tor the
Business Council. That means
people with more serious injuries
get limited benefits while others
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AT A GLANCE

The New York Workers' Compensa-
tion Action Network has proposed
the following reforms to the state
workers' compensation system,

 Limit or place a cap on perma-
nent partial disability awards, While
making up only 11.7 percent of
ctaims, these awards account for 73
percant of all incurred losses, The
netwark proposes to limit such
awards to 10 years.

» Establish objective medical
guidelines. New York has no gulde-
lines t& determine the degree of dis-
ability for workers receiving bene-
fits. The network recormmends
adopting American Medical Associ-
ation guidelines used in 3% states to
give mote accurate assesaments of
injuries, :

F Pay full benefits only for actual
lost wages. Under current law,
some recipients may continug
raceiving benefits even after thay
return to work.

» Create Social Security and pen-
sion offsets. Some employees col-
lest workers' compensation even
after ratiromant. The network wants
to eliminate workers' compensation
for retirees or those receiving Social
Seewrity or pension benafits,

Source: www.fixworkerseomp.com

with less-serious injurics may be
compensated lor a longer period
of lime.

“Say you lose your hand; yvou
can get benelits up to 200 weeks,
net the vest of your hife,” Shaw
explained. “But say your hack
hurts, you ean get it for life.”

Seott Milibower, safety manager
for Conmed Corp., said high costs
make the system unfair for the
employers who are paying exu-
berant premium costs and the
employecs who don't receive the
amount of benefits they deserve,

“With employees international-
ly, Conmed has 3,100 (workers)
roughly, and about 40 percent of
that work force is in New York
state, yet it accounts for 60 percent
of our workers' compensalion
costs,” Millbower said.
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